
 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

October 14th, 2025 
 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting was duly held at City Hall at 6:00 PM 
on the 14th day of October 2025. 
 
Council present: Michael Cherney, Christopher Quale, Karen Ruechel and Nick Anderson. 
 
Council absent: None 
 
Mayor: Brian Anderson presided over the meeting. 
 
Agenda: 
Motion made by Michael Cherney, seconded by Christopher Quale, to approve the City Council 
meeting agenda. Votes in favor: Michael Cherney, Christopher Quale, Karen Ruechel and Nick 
Anderson. Votes against: None      Motion carried. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Motion made by Karen Ruechel, seconded by Michael Cherney, to approve September 23rd 
meeting minutes as presented.  Votes in favor: Michael Cherney, Christopher Quale, Karen 
Ruechel and Nick Anderson. Votes against: None      Motion carried. 
 
Approval of Timecards: 
Motion made by Karen Ruechel, seconded by Nick Anderson to approve the September 
timecards. Votes in favor: Michael Cherney, Christopher Quale, Karen Ruechel and Nick 
Anderson. Votes against: None      Motion carried. 
 
Old Business: 
The clerk presented the council with the parking ordinance and the fence ordinance for review to 
make possible changes.  Upon review, followed by a discussion, the council decided to leave 
both ordinances unchanged besides the correction of a spelling error and the price of a fence 
permit. 
 
The clerk spoke about the Community Ed Supervisor job application that was received from 
Ronn Vandevender.  The council decided they would like the position to be paid monthly and to 
report hours worked bi-weekly.  They also decided that annual wages for this position would be 
capped at $2500.00 to start. 
 
Motion made by Michael Cherney, seconded by Karen Ruechel to approve Ronn Vandevender’s 
Community Ed Supervisor application. Votes in favor: Michael Cherney, Christopher Quale, 
Karen Ruechel and Nick Anderson. Votes against: None      Motion carried. 
 
The clerk informed the council that they have received one application for the vacant general 
maintenance position and an application for a part-time/seasonal position.  Mayor Anderson, the 
clerk and the maintenance supervisor, will set up dates and times to interview both applicants. 
 
The library staff approached Mayor Anderson with concerns that the library is too small for the 
number of books that it has on hand.  They would like to utilize another area that is currently 
being used for storage to expand the library.  The council thought that the space we have right 
now is sufficient for the time being and that the excess library books would need to be rotated in 
and out on a regular basis. 



The Mower County Sheriff’s Department spoke to Mayor Anderson about utilizing an 
unoccupied room at the Community Center as an office space for its deputies.  The City Council 
expressed that some form of compensation should be arranged, either through a rental fee or an 
adjustment to the contractual agreement for services between the City of Adams and the Mower 
County Sheriff’s Department. 
 
Police Report: 
Sargeant Katelyn Fisher from the mower County Sheriff's Department attended the meeting.  She reported 
that they patrolled the City of Adams for approximately 10 hours per day throughout the month of 
September.  There were 39 calls for service with 7 medical calls and 6 traffic stops being the main focus.  
Sargeant Fisher was asked to focus some patrol cars around 5th Street in order to slow down some erratic 
drivers. 
 
Fire Department Report: 
Nothing to report 
 
Maintenance Department Report: 
The maintenance department reported that the painting and repairs have been completed on the 
water tower and that a valve was replaced at the treatment plant.  Light fixtures were repaired at 
the Emergency Services Building and at the History Center.  The 2025 homecoming parade 
occurred without any problems.  The lead service line inventory is nearly complete, with only 3 
services remaining to identify.  17 new trees were planted at the park.  The maintenance 
supervisor asked about the location for a new handicap parking space for the Veterans Memorial.  
The council decided that the spot should be located by the Funeral Home on 3rd Street just North 
of State Hwy 56.  The council asked the clerk to inform the Funeral Home, as a courtesy, that a 
handicap spot will be placed in front of their building on 3rd Street. 
 
Prairie Visions Report: 
No new business to report. 
 
Approval of Bills: 
The bills payable for September were reviewed by the City Council.  
 
Motion made by Michael Cherney, seconded by Christopher Quale, to approve the payment of 
September bills. Votes in favor: Michael Cherney, Christopher Quale and Nick Anderson. Votes 
against: None      Motion carried. 
 
Financial Report: 
The city clerk presented the August 31st, 2025 financial statements.   
 
Motion made by Karten Ruechel, seconded by Christopher Quale, to approve the financial report 
as presented. Votes in favor: Michael Cherney, Christopher Quale and Nick Anderson. Votes 
against: None      Motion carried. 
 
2026 Liquor License Renewal: 
Motion made by Karen Ruechel, seconded by Nick Anderson, to approve the renewal of a 2026 
off-sale liquor license for Bing’s Liquor and to approve the renewal of a 2026 club on-sale and a 
special Sunday on-sale liquor license for the Adams American Legion Post 146.  Votes in favor: 
Michael Cherney, Christopher Quale, Karen Ruechel and Nick Anderson. Votes against: None      
Motion carried. 
 
 



Community Center Rental Application: 
Motion made by Christopher Quale, seconded by Nick Anderson, to approve Martin Schaefer’s 
application to hold an event at the Adams Community Center on December 20th from 10:00 AM 
to 5:00 PM and Anne Halbach’s application to hold an event at the Adams Community Center on 
January 10, 2026 from 10:00 AM to 10:00 PM.  Votes in favor: Michael Cherney, Christopher 
Quale, Karen Ruechel and Nick Anderson. Votes against: None      Motion carried. 
 
Water Bill Credit: 
Motion made by Karen Ruechel, seconded by Christopher Quale, to approve a one-time credit of 
$799.00 or 47,000 gallons or water usage, half the usage over the average quarterly usage, CT 
Wise Properties 3rd quarter water bill.  Votes in favor: Michael Cherney, Christopher Quale, 
Karen Ruechel and Nick Anderson. Votes against: None      Motion carried. 
 
North Side Park 2nd Addition Lot: 
The City of Adams received an offer of $30,000.00 on their vacant lot located at 307 3rd St. NW 
in the North Side Park 2nd Addition.  The asking price for the lot is currently $35,852.20. 
 
Motion made by Michael Cherney, seconded by Karen Ruechel, to counteroffer the sale of the 
vacant lot at 307 3rd St. NW for $33,000.00.  Votes in favor: Michael Cherney, Christopher 
Quale, Karen Ruechel and Nick Anderson. Votes against: None      Motion carried. 
 
No further business. 
 
Motion made by Michael Cherney, seconded by Karen Ruechel, to adjourn at 7:34 PM.  Votes in 
favor: Michael Cherney, Christopher Quale, Karen Ruechel and Nick Anderson. Votes against: 
None      Motion carried. 
 
Jake Goodale 
 
 
Clerk/ Treasurer  
 
 


